KatKabin

In many behaviour cases that | see,
where there is a marking problem in
the home, more often than not, spray-
ing, one of the underlying causes can
be that other neighbourhood cats are
entering the home. This can make the
resident cat feel very vulnerable and
anxious and it will spray not only to give
a clear signal to the other cat that it is in
another cat’s territory, but also to
surround itself with its own scent to
relieve anxiety. Very often these homes
will have a cat flap.

Cat flaps are a wonderful invention as
they allow the cat access in and out of
the home, however, in some cases a

cat may feel anxious especially if other
cats enter or even ‘peer in’ through the
cat flap. I may recommend blocking off
the cat flap to make the cat feel secure.
Some owners often worry about their cat

Feloo designer den
The third product that |
spotted caught my eye
as it initially reminded
me of the wonderful
cardboard boxes that
surround the lItalian
Pannetone cakes, often
bought at Christmas. Anyone who has cats
knows that they just love cardboard boxes!
The Feloo products are, in essence, a styl-
ish and robust range of ‘designer’ card-
board boxes for cats, with a variety of uses.
Coming in three styles, the ‘Dome’, ‘Lotus’
and ‘Cube’ the boxes have been designed
to have a lid and a separate bottom and are
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being ‘locked out’ so | recommend pro-
viding an outdoor shelter of some sort.
Whilst walking around the exhibition |
spotted a purpose designed KatKabin
which appears to be ideal for this pur-
pose. Specifically designed for outdoor
use it is made from high grade, fade
resistant materials. The KatKabin comes
with a removable KatFlap door and

an insulating cushion. There is also an
optional Winter Warmer available, which

varnished to be water resistant. The boxes
can be used as a stylish sleeping place or

as a litter tray. Each box comes with four
bases and four cardboard litter scoops and
the manufacturers claim that each base,

if used as a litter tray, will last for about a
week and can then be disposed of. Because
it is made of cardboard it is environmentally
friendly. As the lid is also varnished it can be
easily wiped with a damp cloth to keep it
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lines the upper parts of the KatKabin
to keep the cat warm. Because the
KatKabin is oval in shape the manufac-
turers state that warm air doesn‘t get
trapped at the top and easily circulates.

clean. The basic ‘Cube’ range comes in
standard cardboard but the ‘Dome’ and
‘Lotus’ ranges are available in white, red
or black.

Further packs of four bases and scoops
can be ordered as a separate item.

| was very pleased to find all of these
products as, with each of them, the
needs of the cat seem to have been in
mind when designing the product.
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mimics the cat’s facial
pheromones, creating a state
of well being and calm
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Inga Mackellar reports on some of her favourite new and improved

products, as showcased at the recent GLEE trade show
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was fortunate enough to be able to

attend the GLEE trade show at the

end of September. GLEE is held at the
National Exhibition Centre (NEC) and is a
showcase for suppliers to exhibit their prod-
ucts, primarily to the retail trade. Although
the exhibition is mainly directed at the gar-
den industry, one of the exhibition halls is
specifically for pet related products. A variety
of companies were showing in the pet sec-
tion, ranging from pet food manufacturers
to pet accessories and bedding. | was very
interested to see what new, or improved,
products there were available for cats.
| came across some innovative ideas and,
although I have not yet tested these prod-
ucts myself, felt that they would be of inter-
est to Cat World readers.
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sleepypod
| have, for many years, always been disap-
pointed with the design of most pet carri-
ers. Cats can become very stressed when
traveling, or being taken to the vet. More
often than not, the carrier, because it is
unattractive (frequently made from plastic
or metal) is normally kept in the attic or a
cupboard, rather than being left out so that
the cat can regularly sleep in it. Because the
cat is so unused to the carrier, when it is
placed inside it, it can raise its anxiety levels
and distress it even before it leaves the home.
I was therefore delighted to come across
the ‘sleepypod’ mobile pet bed. Not only
does it look extremely attractive, it serves
a multitude of functions. The base of the
pod has removable, soft, machine wash-
able bedding which can also be inter-
changed with optional air mesh ham-
mock like bedding for warmer weather.
If the temperature is cool your cat can be
even snugger by fitting in a low wattage
Warmer Unit below the plush bedding.
If the cat needs to travel, then a domed
'lid" is easily zipped onto the base
securely strapped into a car using exist-
ing seat belts.

The secret to happy cats

www.feliway.uk.com
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The dome has a top opening so that, when
feasible, the cat can be examined by the vet
within the ‘pod” without having the added
stress of being lifted out. Not only does this
product appear to have been designed by a
cat lover — it is also extremely attractive, with
the exterior being made of luggage grade
ballistic nylon and coming in six colours:
strawberry red, jet black, arctic white, choco-
late brown, sky blue and blossom pink.

Christmas can be a
very stressful time for
cats as the cats’ indoor
environment takes on

lots of changes such as decorations,
Christmas trees and furniture moves.
In addition, the house may suddenly
become noisy and busy as friends
and family join in festive celebra-
tions. If you have a cat that is used
to a peaceful life, ensure that it has
a quiet and safe place to go, where
it cannot be disturbed by visitors. If
necessary, also provide a litter tray,
food and water so that your cat has
all that it needs in its ‘hidey hole'.

If you are experiencing behaviour
problems with your cat, to find
your nearest APBC (Association of
Pet Behaviour Counsellors)

Visit www.apbc.org.uk




